








ECONOMIC IMPACT & FINANCES

“�Big Ears Festival is a major  
driver of business in Downtown 
Knoxville and a breath of fresh  
air after the slower winter 
months. We appreciate Big Ears’ 
significant contribution to the 
economic and cultural landscape 
of Downtown Knoxville, as well  
as their unwavering support of 
our community.”

	� MICHELE HUMMEL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  
DOWNTOWN KNOXVILLE ALLIANCE

Economic Impact & Finances
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Programming 
$3,548,394

Administration  
& Development 
$444,564

Government 
$569,325

Foundation 
$754,941

Corporate 
$243,500

Individual 
$466,799

Tickets &  
Earned Income 
$2,517,316

E X P E N S E S

$ 3 , 9 9 2 , 8 5 8

I N C O M E

$ 4 , 5 5 1 , 8 8 1

B E N E F I TS  F O R  K N OX V I L L E  A N D  I TS  N O N P R O F I TS



“  One of the 
world’s greatest 
music bashes”
THE NEW YORK TIMES



A note from  
the Board Chair
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What a great festival we had in 2023! It was a 
weekend of new and old—but all absolutely 
exciting for me. I delighted in seeing Tarta Relena, 
who were obviously gobsmacked by the crowd’s 
adoration, and I felt sheer happiness seeing David 
Byrne among the crowd taking in a show at The 
Standard. For these experiences and all the others 
I—and we—had last March, I extend the deepest 
gratitude of the Board of Directors to you, our 
dedicated patrons, for your unwavering support 
of Big Ears and its mission. Your generous 
contributions have been instrumental in enabling 
our organization to continue its pursuit of artistic 
excellence and community enrichment.

By every measure, the 2023 Festival was a 
resounding success, showcasing the diversity  
and vibrancy of contemporary music and art. 
Beyond the festival, your donations have 
empowered us to expand our programs and 
outreach initiatives, ensuring that the 
transformative power of music and art reaches 
broader audiences. Together, we are nurturing the 
next generation of artists and fostering a deeper 
appreciation for the arts in our community.

As we look to the future, your continued support 
will remain vital in achieving our mission. We are 
excited about the opportunities that lie ahead and 
are committed to using your contributions wisely 
and effectively to further our shared vision.

Once again, on behalf of the entire Big Ears Festival 
Board of Directors, please accept our heartfelt 
thanks for your belief in our mission and your  
dedication to supporting the arts. Together, we will 
continue to make an impact on our community and 
the world through the transformative power of 
music and culture.

With gratitude,
 

J O H N  T.  W I N E M I L L E R
Chair, Big Ears Festival Board of Directors



$ 5 , 0 0 0  A N D 
G R E AT E R
Anonymous
Ann & Steve Bailey
Ashley Capps & Birgit Clark
Anthony B. Creamer III
Deborah Franklin
Izzy Gulner
Jim Hartsell
Natalie & James Haslam
R.J. Hinde & John T. Winemiller
Barbara Lewis & Joe Cable
David & Susan Marcinek
Andy Oakes
Alex Rigopulos
John Sanders, FAIA
Richard Stair
Texas Instruments Foundation

$ 2 , 5 0 0 - $ 4 , 9 9 9
Stephanie Bush & Jill Nilson
Christian Theological Seminary
Jonathan B. Frey
Eric Gordon & Judy Abel
Nina Gregg & Doug Gamble
Dave Lake & Linda Wright
Robert Saler
Sibyl Wray
UBS Cameron, Oakes & 

Associates

$ 1 , 5 0 0 - $ 2 , 4 9 9
Jeff & Amy Gilbert
Peter Lewis
Allen & Irene Natow
Rich Paddock
Paul Parris & Lou Smith
Lauren & Steven Rider
Joanna & John Skinner
Bob Stein & Ashton Applewhite
Mark Grayson
Richardson & Marilyn Turner
Sally Mitchell & Crispin 

Spencer

$ 7 0 0 - $ 1 , 4 9 9
Jeffrey & Susan Aronowitz
Martha E. Begalla
Larry Brady & Roman Matso
Scott Burland
Chris Chernesky
The Coca Cola Company
Charles DeBevoise &  

Celia Winchester
Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian
Louis Gross & Marilyn Kallet
John C. Habel
Christopher Hardgrove
Klimchak
Tom & Laurie Lee
Scarlett May & Troy Sellers
Neil & Maureen McBride
J. Scott Moore
Lindsey R. Nelson
Nick Ohler
Julie Reilly
Caesar & Dorothy Stair
Daniel J. Temmesfeld
The Gary & Evelyn Trachten 

Family Foundation
Andrew Wilson
Joseph Zanola

$ 4 0 0 - $ 6 9 9
Anonymous
Adam Arritola
Elise Barbin
James Bilsborrow
Peter & Laurie Brandow
Katharine Pearson Criss
Allison Crutchfield
Eron H. Epstein
Bill & Jenny Eversole
Mark Goldman
Dale Grubbs
Danielle Hahn
Mike Kalil
Jeanette Kelleher & Greg Stein
Christian Kellersmann
Tom Levandoski

Michael Lipkin
Rick Maurer & Katherine Barton
Kevin McCauley
Thomas W. Morris
Harry Moss
Madeline Rogero
Melanie Rossmann
David Shearer
Kendall Smith
Paul Spanbauer
The Fred L. Stephens  

Charitable Fund
Rodney Stough
Gary Tabasinske & Debra 

DeWispelaere
Vance Thompson
Treasure Family Fund
Frank van Berkel
Matthias von Welck
Tom Welsh & Aimee Liu
Marcus Widenor
Philip Young

$ 1 0 0 - $ 3 9 9
Anonymous
The AB Project
Amy Abbott
Mark Adams
Martin Anderson
Keith Artin
Jan Aucker
Ryan Bartok
Don & Liz Batchelor
Rob Bennett
Michael Bernard
Andrew Bird
Larry Birstock
David Bither
Beci Bolding
Sharon Boyce & Jack Woodall
Taylor & Hannah King Boyles
Kevin & Jenny Brown
Lauren Bufferd
Bob Burnett
Caldwell Guitars Nashville
Chris Campbell

Tim Campbell
Elizabeth Carroll
Sharon & Will Cheek
Cigna Healthcare
Gordon Coker &  

Gabrielle Boudreau
Steve Compton
Donald Cohen
PG Cohen
Steve Cohen & Lynne Harty
Tim Corbett
Matt Corcoran
Adriana Cordero &  

Geordie Grindle
Carolyn Corley
Timothy Crosby
Bill & Kat Dabbs
Tara Davies
Richard deLaunders &  

Veronica Erti
Jeffrey Denton
Stephen Dessner
Janet Dewey
Phil Disher
Kenneth L. Doroshow
Kate Dumbleton
Kathe & Thomas Dunder
David & Patricia Earnhardt
Kelly Enriquez &  

Christopher Joy
Yale Evelev
Jose Fernandez
Deidre Ford
Casey Fox & Jesse Mayshark
Brooks Frank
Christine Freidel
Paul Fugazzotto
Furrythug
Willis Garrett
Mark Gentley
David Gordon
Sarah Gordon
Lori Gravley
Mary K. Gray
Lauren Gray
Rosalind I. J. Hackett

Individual Donors

We have carefully reviewed the names that are listed. However, if you find an error or omission, please 
accept our apologies, and contact us at development@bigearsfestival.org so we can correct our records.

J U LY  1 ,  2 0 2 2  T H R U  J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 2 3



Kathy Hall
Peg Hambright &  

Scott Carpenter
Andrew Hanratty
Katherine Harp & Zak Weisfeld
Justin Helton
Catherine & Bruce Henschen
Charles Anthony Hill
Andy Hollander
Scott Jackson
Tyler Janow & Anthony Wilson
Nathan Johnson
Joanne Kaliontzis
Sarah & Michael Kane
Jay Kim
John R. Kirchner
Arnold Knightly
Susan Knowles & Andy Saftel
Randy Kray
Marc LaFountain
Lawrence Lanahan
Jonathan Scott Lee
Tony & Mary Lester
Michael & Nancy Lofaro
Constance Lofton &  

Jennifer Rish
Trey Lofton
Eric Lundberg
David Maddox
Russell Makowsky
Bruce & Terry Malmer
Scott Manzler
Fiona McAnally
Janet McCabe
Bill & Maria McFee
Sylvia Milanez

Greg & Raquel Minwell
Michelle Moog-Koussa
Jonathan Morris
Leslie E Morris
Norm from Tone
Catherine O’Grady
Michael Orlove
Ron Ozer
Francis S. Patrick
Scott Pendleton
Robert L. Penfold
Virginia Pham
Phillyjazzdoc
Lowell Pickett
Stephen Pierce
Ron Plybon
Mary Podio & John Harvey
Scott T. Pollard
Clara Prinston
Haseeb & Sarah Qureshi
Shana Redmond
Karl Richichi &  

Elizabeth Schaub
James E. Ricks
The Rifwalds
Michael Rome
David Saslavsky
Finbarr Saunders & Ellen Bebb
Jeff Scheafnocker
Scott Schneider
Richard Schoenberger
Peter K. Schulz
Janet Seiz & Eliza Willis
Sophie Shackleton
Dan Sherrick
Mark Siegel

Mo Siegel
Henry Siegelson
Michael Sippey
Jason Shapiro
Mark Smith
Steven Sobol & Jacqueline 

Taylor
Mike Sosin
Chad Sterenberg
Carissa Stolting
Andrew Taylor
Celine & Matthew Thackston
Richard Thurston &  

Marianne Pulfer
L. Stephen Tillery
Marcia Tobin & Bailey Foster
Evvan Tolly
Boice Tomlin
Cal Townes
J Laurens Tullock
Tinah Utsman
David Vettraino
Adrienne Webster
Rachel Whitney
Mark Wollschlager
Rob Wood

$ 1- $ 9 9
Anonymous
Ann Barber
John Beach
Stefanie Benjamin
Gregory Brown
Andrew Ari Clibanoff &  

Denise Beth Gotsdiner

Katie Crutchfield
Linda & Gary Everett
Mark Forman
Margaret Garfield
Justin Goldberg
Mathan Gore
Lindsay Hayes
Steven Joerg
Gregor Kalas
Patrick McLemore
Jessica Phelps
John Richards
Katy Salomon
Nikki Scandalios
Miriam Wise

I N  H O N O R  O F
Arden Concert Gild
Ashley Capps
Ottawa Jazz Festival
Sharon Miller Pryse
Tom Welsh
John Zorn

I N  M E M O R Y  O F
Jordan Adam Aronowitz
Jaimie Branch
Boyd & Grace Capps
Alice Coltrane
Judith Gotsdiner
Paul Lorczak
Nick Punch
Sun Ra

SUPPORTERS
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“  One of the most quietly earth-shattering, 
subtly luminous festivals the world over.”

 OXFORD AMERICAN



SUPPORTERS

Big Ears is supported in part by federal award number SLFRP5534 awarded to the State of Tennessee by the U.S. Department of the Treasury.

Institutional Support 
T H A N K  YO U  TO  O U R  G E N E R O U S  S P O N S O R S 
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“  Unquestionably
the boldest and 
most dynamic 
music festival 
in the world.”
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